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ANNEXATION: The act of annexing something or the state of being annexed : the addition of an area or region to a country, state, etc.
(https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/annexation) 

A formal act whereby a state proclaims its sovereignty over territory hitherto outside its domain. Unlike cession, whereby territory is given or sold through treaty, annexation is a unilateral act made effective by actual possession and legitimized by general recognition. Annexation is frequently preceded by conquest and military occupation of the conquered territory.
(https://www.britannica.com/topic/annexation) 

AUTONOMY: The right of an organization, country, or region to be independent and govern itself. (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/autonomy)
The quality or state of being self-governing
(https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/autonomy)

ETHNICITY: a large group of people who have the same national, racial, or cultural origins, or the state of belonging to such a group: (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/ethnicity) 

The fact or state of belonging to a social group that has a common national or cultural tradition
(https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ethnicity) 
The common characteristics of a group of people (https://www.yourdictionary.com/ethnicity) 
An ethnic group; a social group that shares a common and distinctive culture, religion, language, or the like (https://www.dictionary.com/browse/ethnicity) 

GEOPOLITICS: analysis of the geographic influences on power relationships in international relations. The word geopolitics was originally coined by the Swedish political scientist Rudolf Kjellén about the turn of the 20th century, and its use spread throughout Europe in the period between World Wars I and II (1918–39) and came into worldwide use during the latter. In contemporary discourse, geopolitics has been widely employed as a loose synonym for international politics.

(https://www.britannica.com/topic/geopolitics) 

INDEPENDENCE: If a country has or gains independence, it has its own government and is not ruled by any other country. (https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/independence)
The quality or state of not being under the control of, reliant on, or connected with someone or something else
(https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/independence) 
Freedom from being governed or ruled by another country //  Freedom to make laws or decisions without being governed or controlled by another country, organization, etc. (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/independence) 

NATION: A large body of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language, inhabiting a particular state or territory. (https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/nation) 
A country, especially when thought of as a large group of people living in one area with their own government, language, traditions, etc.
​
A large group of people of the same race who share the same language, traditions, and history, but who might not all live in one area.
 (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/nation) 
A community of people composed of one or more nationalities and possessing a more or less defined territory and government Canada is a nation with a written constitution— B. K. Sandwell
A territorial division containing a body of people of one or more nationalities and usually characterized by relatively large size and independent status a nation of vast size with a small population— Mary K. Hammond (https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/nation) 

Community or race of people with shared culture, traditions, history, and (usually) language, whether scattered or confined to one country. UK, for example, is a country inhabited mainly by people of four nations: the English, Irish, Scot and Welsh. Whereas the term ‘nation’ emphasizes a particular group of people, ‘country’ emphasizes the physical dimensions and boundaries of a geographical area, and `state’ a self-governing legal and political entity.

(http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/nation.html) 

My comments: it is very difficult to find a good definition of a concept that has caused much debate and about which so much research has been carried out. There are different definitions depending on the political stance and interests of the authors. Should we agree on one (or more) definitions? Should we give some different definitions that reflect the variety of understandings?

NATIONALISM:  loyalty and devotion to a nation. A sense of national consciousness exalting one nation above all others and placing primary emphasis on promotion of its culture and interests as opposed to those of other nations or supranational groups (https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/nationalism) 

The feelings of affection and pride that people have for their country // Nationalism is also the desire for political independence in a country that is controlled by or part of another country.
(https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/nationalism) 

PLEBISCITE: Referendum. When the people in a country vote to show their opinion in a political question. 
A vote by which the people of an entire country or district express an opinion for or against a proposal.
(https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/plebiscite)
A direct vote by the people of a country or region in which they say whether they agree or disagree with a particular policy, for example whether a region should become an independent state.
(https://www.collinsdictionary.com/es/diccionario/ingles/plebiscite)

PLURI-NATIONAL STATE: refers to the coexistence of two or more sealed or preserved national groups within a polity (an organized community or body of peoples).
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plurinationalism)
A state which is not identified with a single nation but is made up of different national communities instead.

SELF-DETERMINATION: the right of a country to be independent, instead of being controlled by a foreign country, and to choose its own form of government. 
The process by which a group of people, usually possessing a certain degree of national consciousness, form their own state and choose their own government. As a political principle, the idea of self-determination evolved at first as a by-product of the doctrine of nationalism, to which early expression was given by the French and American revolutions. During World War I, the Allies accepted self-determination as a peace aim. In his Fourteen Points—the essential terms for peace—U.S. president Woodrow Wilson listed self-determination as an important objective for the postwar world; the result was the fragmentation of the old Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires and Russia’s former Baltic territories into a number of new states.

After World War II, promotion of self-determination among subject peoples became one of the chief goals of the United Nations. The UN’s predecessor, the League of Nations, had also recognized the principle; but it was in the UN that the idea received its clearest statement and affirmation.

The UN Charter clarifies two meanings of the term self-determination. First, a state is said to have the right of self-determination in the sense of having the right to choose freely its political, economic, social, and cultural systems. Second, the right to self-determination is defined as the right of a people to constitute itself in a state or otherwise freely determine the form of its association with an existing state. Both meanings have their basis in the charter (Article 1, paragraph 2; and Article 55, paragraph 1). With respect to dependent territories, the charter asserts that administering authorities should undertake to ensure political advancement and the development of self-government (Article 73, paragraphs a and b; and Article 76, paragraph b).

(https://www.britannica.com/topic/self-determination) 

SEPARATISM: the belief held by people of a particular race, religion, or other group within a country that they should be independent and have their own government or in some way live apart from other people. (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/separatism)
My comment: this concept is chiefly used by those people belonging to the country of which those wanting independence want to separate. For example, Spanish people talking about Catalans; Catalans would rather speak of independence. The concept of separation only makes sense for those who believe there is a unified nation that others want to break.

SECESSIONISM: separation of a territory from a country to become independent or to join another country.
Secession is the “detachment of a territory from an existing state with the aim of creating a new state on the detached territory” (Pavkovic & Radan, 2011).
Withdrawal of a group from a larger entity, especially a political entity, but also from any organization, union or military alliance.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secession)
SOVEREIGNTY: the power of a country to control its own  government // the power or authority to rule (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/es/diccionario/ingles/sovereignty) 
In political theory, the ultimate overseer, or authority, in the decision-making process of the state and in the maintenance of order. The concept of sovereignty—one of the most controversial ideas in political science and international law—is closely related to the difficult concepts of state and government and of independence and democracy. Derived from the Latin term superanus through the French term souveraineté, sovereignty was originally meant to be the equivalent of supreme power. However, in practice it often has departed from this traditional meaning.
(https://www.britannica.com/topic/sovereignty) 

UNIFICATION: Unification is the process by which two or more countries join together and become one country. // the act of unifying or the state of being unified (https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/unification) 


